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Methods of Analysis

Dr Jan Floor, South Africa and Dr Jaap Evers, 
New Zealand, co-chairs of Conference 5 – 
Methods of Analysis, are excited about the 
future of analytical testing: “To bring out the 
benefits to stakeholders in the dairy chain, we 
chose to focus the conference on the theme 
of Adding value through cost-effective testing.”

Raw milk testing is critical for farmers, man-

ufacturers and regulators alike. Dr Christian 

Baumgar tner believes the field of raw milk tes-

ting typically reflects the problems of emerging 

systems where structures still have to be de-

veloped to serve the technical and economic 

progress of a sector. 

Data handling issues and suit-

able statistical procedures are 

crucial when designing a raw milk 

testing system. The question is not 

what the best system is in general 

but how to define the steps to 

reach an optimal system for the 

country in question in the future.

Dr Harrie van den Bijgaar t, 

the Netherlands, stated that safe-

guarding the integrity of milk relies 

on well-known integrated chain 

management principles for food 

safety, such as effective commu-

nication, appropriate food safety 

skills through education and train-

ing, working with reliable supplier s, 

a common understanding of the 

principle of shared responsibilities 

and a suppor tive role of compe-

tent authorities. 

The choice of the best analy-

tical approach at different levels in 

the dairy value chain is a trade-off 

betwee n capacity, speed, accuracy, 

sensitivity, reliabi lity and cost.

According to Jacquelin Page, 

USA continual improvement of 

practical test methods and tools is 

critical in addressing the accelerating challenges 

facing the global dairy industry today. 

Evolving economic and market demands re-

quire innovative new tools that address critical 

control points throughout the dairy supply chain 

to be reviewed and new approaches formulated 

to meet the criteria of the new demographics. 

Page reviewed seve ral innovative, practical 

test methods, including small, automated devices 

that provide affordable results at every level of 

the dairy value chain – from cow to customer. 

The best analytical poster prize went to Ellen 

K Ulleberg from the Department of Chemistry, 
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JACQUELIN M PAGE & DR CHRISTIAN BAUMGARTNER

Biotechno logy and 

Food Scien ce, Uni-

versity of Life Scien -

ces, Norway, for her 

poster on “Whey 

protein digestion – 

Ef fect of pH and gas-

tro intestinal enzymes 

in comparison with 

com mercial en zymes”. 

Prof Gerd Vegarud, 

under whose guid-

ance the research 

work was car ried out, 

received the prize on 

her behalf.


